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luth Newell said that what rhe
missed most:after havrng to sell her
home in 2007 and move from Pound
Ridge were her friends Sh€ said, "I
always wanted to go backto?ound
Ridge because l felt at holne'there."
Right now Ms. Newcll i$:rrenting in
South Satreni, but beginnturg $is No-
vember she will be moving into A-
HOME's', hy.brid shared living prop-
erty, Scotts. Ridge at Pound Ridge,
as its, fr.rst approved resident. If she
had not been accepted as a resident
of fu project, currently complet-
ing construcdon, she might well
have had to,moYe in with her son,
Thomas Tyler, and daughter-in-law
in Pawling and perrnanently leave
behind the familiarity of friends an.r
communii!. built over moieimn to
years? residency in Pound Rittrge.

The Reir. David'J nson,, pastor of

'l've been watching it
dn,etop. All my fnends

&re in Pound Ridge,
6*T:v*:',j#:es'

Pound Ridge Community Church, of
which Ms. Newell has been a mem-
ber since 1965, took'a suong Fosi-
tion in taVor of the A-HOME I"iitity.o'I was extremely pleaSed when thcr
got the v-
il and ground wag b.rohen," said Mr.

Johnsoii, "[ think ttlatt'been a fairty
nnaior change here. The change in
thi PsYchtogY, the idea that moved
frorn a position of I am not reallY
sure we ?ven need it here to actually
embracingi t , '  

' ' '

Ms. Ne"well, who woiked in the
medical field until she retired at 7C
served in the Nav,y,Hos$ital CorP,
during World War ll,and the Korea. '
War. She ,frnally.setiled ln Pounci
Ridse .in the 1950s and'lived , in
*ha-t wasi$er parentls trcme Wbst
lane, uftgrel-shg' gigsi['rihgr son.
Thomas. Her brotheq Hannon New-
ell' sharedfur, hosle*,amd. his death
in' Zg0: trffi theil;ini#ifinetrciel pqsi-
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t ion that forced her to sel l .  Ms. Neu
el l ,  rvho is  B7 \ : ( ' : , r 'q  , r ld ,  r 'o luntc t ' : ' .
tg make bedrolls for Midnight Run
ihrough, theg€smmunity Chfrch -and-
delivers'meals or drives those unablt:
to medical appointmenrs rhrough the
local volunteer organization Neighbor
to Neighbor.

TWo or three years ago when the
process of planning first began, Ms.
Newell said she applied for residency
in the Pound Ridge A-HOME properry.
"I went to their meetings before they
even got started," she said, "I've been
watching it develop. All my friends
are in Pound Ridge, all my activities."
While Ms. Newell likes the space she
is renting in South Salem, she said, "I
feel sort of isolated, I miss my friends
and it gets kind of lonesome.i

Joan Arnold, executive director of
A-HOME, was inspired to take on the
issue of affordable housing for elders,
in part, by her own mother's struggle
r.r"th that challenge at- retirement.
The stress of dealing with the finan-
cial limitations of a fixed income in a
community that lacked diverse hous-
rng options contributed to a stroke,
which left her mother in a nursing
home.

In addition to two properties in-
cluding combinations of apartments
targeting single-parent families and
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Scotts Ridge at Pound Ridge, under construction, with A-HOME target comple-
tion date of November 1.

homes to Scotts Corners. iust a shorr
walk away.

According to Ms. Arnold, rhis is
just scratching the surface of need

.''.A+IOME polled about 30 por_irid
Ridge seniors, most of whom wanted
to stay in their own HOME althougn
they were house poor. Indicating th-,ir
A-HOME has applied for a grant to
explore options for retrofitting ac-
cessory apartments, Ms. Arnold said.
"Retrofitting an apartment within
their house would make a lot of sense.
They would have an income-produc-
ing property, so that wouid help them
with the maintenance and some of the
taxes. "

Of the elderly', Ms. Arnold said, ',I
think they become rhe history of the
town, the fabric, the backbone, the
grandparents. If you have only new
people, you lose the soul of the com-
munity."

For now, Ms. Newell walks mosr
days near Tiuesdale Lake, but on
Mondays she drives to Pound Ridge,
where she, Carol Powers, Janet Heiiel
and a few other friends she has made
over more than 50 years of liv-ing in
Pound Ridge, meer ar rhe pound Ridge
Town Park and walk to Scotts Corners
and back. Once she moves to her new
home at Scotts Ridge, she can meet
her friends just a short walk from her
front door

shared living space, A-HOME has
developed seven shared independent
living projecrs. Scorrs Ridge ai pound
Ridge is A-HOME's firsr hybrid of
shared living including privare living
rooms, bedrooms and baths as well
as a shared common area. Ms. New-

ell, who likes the idea of the common
space, said, "I think it's nice because
you can always ger help from people
and you have somebody to talk tb."
The Pound Ridge properry includes
six rental units in each of two build-
ings. and a sidern'alk rn'ill conncr:t thc


